Port Authority Helps Make Pittsburgh More Bike-Friendly

Although the City of Pittsburgh is known for its hundreds of bridges, many someday would like it also to be known as the country’s primmer bike-friendly community. 

Along with bike advocacy groups promoting the use of the area’s many rivers, parks and recreational opportunities, Port Authority of Allegheny County has been doing its part for years by making several of its transit vehicles bike accessible and convenient. Today, Port Authority’s bike program, called Rack ‘n Roll, continues to offer safe and reliable commuting options for customers and many bike enthusiasts in the Pittsburgh area. 
Since 1999, Port Authority has partnered with Pittsburgh’s bike community to allow bikes on all 83 light rail vehicles and on the historic Monongahela Incline. Bikers can take their non-motorized bikes on four light rail routes and the incline seven days a week during off-peak service hours.

 
Whether riding bikes to commute to work, school or for recreation, in 2001 the public was able to begin taking their bikes on selected Port Authority bus routes.  Port Authority selected bus routes to be included in the Rack ‘n Roll Program because they operated to or near local colleges and universities and popular biking destinations such as the Allegheny River Bike Trails, Schenley Park and Three Rivers Heritage Trails. Each rack is located on the front of Port Authority buses and accommodates two bicycles. Unless accompanied by an adult, bicyclists must be aged 12 or older to use the racks and no extra fare is required.

 
This year, Port Authority expanded the bike program by adding four additional bus routes, bringing to 365 the number of buses equipped with bike racks. These additional bike racks were funded by federal Transportation Enhancement Program funds provided through Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. 
 One of the new routes, the 56C McKeesport-Lincoln Place, offers a transit connection to the Great Allegheny Passage Trail – a trail that provides a direct bike connection to Cumberland, Md., with future plans linking it to Washington, D.C. 
“Our bike-friendly vehicles afford us the ability to be responsive to and give our customers more transportation options while attracting new riders to the system,” said Port Authority Chief Executive Officer Steve Bland. “Our goal for the Rack ‘n Roll program is to help enhance the convenience of our services and make it possible for many in our region to reach several venues throughout Allegheny County using bikes and transit.”

With the addition of the new routes, Port Authority will soon begin an information campaign to educate the public regarding to ease of use and convenience of bike racks on buses and the several bike-friendly commuting options offered by Port Authority. Information will be available on brochures, “take one” cards, and the Port Authority Web site, www.portauthority.org. The site will also include a video demonstrating the ease of which bikes can be secured and unloaded from the bike racks.
Scott Bricker, the executive director of a bicycle advocacy and awareness group called Bike Pittsburgh said, “We are very pleased with the devotion Port Authority has shown towards making the Rack 'n Roll program a success. Programs like this do an incredible service to individuals who wish to combine modes of transportation and make Pittsburgh more bike friendly.”
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