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For immediate release: August 24, 2005

Contact:  Amelia Ravin: 617 259-2011 or cell 617 504 7508 or aravin@cleanair-coolplanet.org 

Northeast officials ask Governors for strong regional policy on Global Warming Pollution 

More than 40 mayors and chief local officials from eight northeast states sent their governors a strong message today, urging them to develop a rigorous model rule for the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, a program to cut global warming pollution from electricity generating plants in the Northeast.  

The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, or RGGI, is a cooperative effort by several northeastern and Mid-Atlantic states to reduce carbon dioxide emissions – the major pollutant that causes global warming – from the electric power sector. Central to this initiative is a cap on emissions with a market-based system for buying and selling emissions permits. The state governments are expected to release proposed rules for the program in October 2005.
Local governments, like those whose officials signed the letter to the governors, will need support and policy-making at the state, regional, and national levels to achieve success in addressing the problem of global warming.  “Many of these local governments are already taking action to reduce carbon pollution within their own communities.  In fact, over 60 municipalities in the RGGI region have committed to reduce their own emissions through our Cities for Climate Protection Campaign™, because they recognize that addressing global warming also means lowering energy costs and improving air quality and public health.  Regional policy related to carbon pollution will only benefit their efforts,” said Michelle Wyman, Executive Director of ICLEI- Local Governments for Sustainability.
Mayor Thomas M. Menino, a signatory on the letter to the governors, stated, “Reducing air pollution in our cities requires a strong partnership between the city, state and federal governments. As we continue our energy policy work at the local level, we encourage state governments to do their part so we can keep our air clean and residents healthy.”

“Communities are most directly impacted by climate change and they are on the front line in developing real solutions to this global problem.  Their concerns and support for regional policy represent an important perspective in this policy debate and should be heard by the northeast states,” said Adam Markham, Executive Director of Portsmouth, NH-based Clean Air-Cool Planet. 

The Mayors’ letter to the northeast governors also pointed to the local impacts of global warming as a reason for taking action now. These impacts include:
· Economic impacts on the agriculture, tourism, lobster and ski industries;
· Lake ice-out dates nine days earlier in northern and mountainous regions and 16 days in southern parts of the region; 

· Sea level rise of 16 inches in New York City since 1856;
· An average advance in spring bloom dates of between four and eight days.
A full report on the observed impacts of global warming in the region, “Northeast Indicators of Climate Change” is available at http://cleanair-coolplanet.org/information/pdf/indicators.pdf
Clean Air-Cool Planet, Environmental Advocates of New York, ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability, and Massachusetts Climate Action Network helped coordinate the mayors' statement.  The letter was sent to the governors of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, and Vermont, and to their respective staff and department heads.   

