Enhancing Our Commonwealth
 
The Office for Commonwealth Development is dedicated to careful stewardship of our natural resources, wise investment in public infrastructure and the expansion of opportunity for all our residents.  The beauty and bounty of Massachusetts are the result of decisions made in past generations; our choices today must create value and opportunity for all our residents now and in the future. To improve the health and wealth of all our communities, we must draw together the creativity of our people, the vitality of markets, the resources of government, and the natural treasures we have inherited to design and build communities of diversity and delight for Massachusetts.

 

The quality of life in all of Massachusetts depends upon growth decisions made in each unique community.  Planning for growth in a vibrant Commonwealth means working with those communities to integrate the diverse needs for housing, jobs, services, transportation and historic, cultural, and natural resources.  In order to achieve these objectives, the Office for Commonwealth Development will 

· Encourage the coordination and cooperation of all agencies. 

· Invest public funds wisely in smart growth and equitable development. 

· Give priority to investments that will deliver living wage jobs, transit access, housing, open space, and community-serving enterprises. 

· Be guided by the following principles: 

 
 
1.      Redevelop first.   Support the revitalization of town centers and neighborhoods. Encourage reuse and rehabilitation of existing infrastructure rather than the construction of new infrastructure in undeveloped areas.  Give preference to redevelopment of brownfields, preservation and reuse of historic structures and rehabilitation of existing housing and schools.

 

2.      Concentrate development. Support development that is compact, conserves land, integrates uses, and fosters a sense of place. Create walkable districts mixing commercial, civic, cultural, educational and recreational activities with open space and housing for diverse communities.

 
3.      Be fair. Promote equitable sharing of the benefits and burdens of development.  Provide technical and strategic support for inclusive community planning to ensure social, economic, and environmental justice. Make regulatory and permitting processes for development clear, transparent, cost-effective, and oriented to encourage smart growth and regional equity.

 
4.      Restore and enhance the environment.  Expand land and water conservation. Protect and restore environmentally sensitive lands, natural resources, wildlife habitats, and cultural and historic landscapes. Increase the quantity, quality and accessibility of open space. Preserve critical habitat and bio-diversity. Promote developments that respect and enhance the state’s natural resources.

 
5.      Conserve natural resources.  Increase our supply of renewable energy and reduce waste of water, energy and materials. Lead by example and support conservation strategies, clean power and innovative industries. Construct and promote buildings and infrastructure that use land, energy, water and materials efficiently.

 
6.      Expand housing opportunities.  Support the construction and rehabilitation of housing to meet the needs of people of all abilities, income levels and household types. Coordinate the provision of housing with the location of jobs, transit and services.  Foster the development of housing, particularly multifamily, that is compatible with a community’s character and vision.

 
7.      Provide transportation choice. Increase access to transportation options, in all communities, including land and water based public transit, bicycling, and walking.  Invest strategically in transportation infrastructure to encourage smart growth. Locate new development where a variety of transportation modes can be made available.

 
8.      Increase job opportunities. Attract businesses to locations near housing, infrastructure, water, and transportation options. Expand access to educational and entrepreneurial opportunities.  Support the growth of new and existing local businesses.  
 

9.      Foster sustainable businesses.  Strengthen sustainable natural resource-based businesses, including agriculture, forestry and fisheries. Strengthen sustainable businesses. Support economic development in industry clusters consistent with regional and local character.  Maintain reliable and affordable energy sources and reduce dependence on imported fossil fuels.

 
10.  Plan regionally. Support the development and implementation of local and regional plans that have broad public support and are consistent with these principles.  Foster development projects, land and water conservation, transportation and housing that have a regional or multi-community benefit.  Consider the long-term costs and benefits to the larger commonwealth.  

 

